“ Forest Garden Product Certification is a credible, independent and
traceable system that assures clean, safe, socially and enviromentally
responsible non-timberforest products, while rewarding farming
communities” Forest Garden Products Mission

Forest Garden Products

©Rainforest Rescue International

In a world where restoring our forest is an ever more pressing necessity,
there is an urgent need to reconcile forest restoration with economic imperatives.
Diverse and ecologically mature agroforestry systems, or forest gardens, are essential
to ensuring that bringing back forests can be profitable for the people who are restoring
them. The Forest Garden Product concept was born out of this necessity, showcasing
the products that come from mature and biodiverse forest gardens.

Analog Forestry
Analog forestry is a system of ecological restoration that focuses on increasing
biodiversity by imitating natural forest systems in order to create economically
productive and environmentally mature forests. The methodology is based on
traditional forest gardens, which are human-created analogs of the natural forest
that serve needs such as food, fibre, timber, medicine, and water.
By taking inspiration from analog forestry, FGP certification affirms its commitment
to mature,biodiverse ecosystems that are in harmony with human needs.
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Case Study
Consorcio dos Produtores Sateré Mawé
An indigenous nation in the Brazilian Amazon, the Sateré Mawé
are one of the largest producers of sustainable guaraná, a plant
native to the South American rainforest whose use had been
popularized in energy drinks. By producing guaraná in a diversified
forest system, they are able to market a wide variety of non-timber forest
products, such as cat´s claw, annatto, crajiru leaves, honey, and Brazil nuts.
FPG certification allows them to sell their products at a premium in 3000
shops in Europe, meaning that they can produce guaraná in harmony with
their environment and traditions.
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“Beyond Organic”
Forest Garden Product Certification aims to meet the requirements of
organic and fair trade production and look beyond, to the rehabilitation
of ecosystems and biodiversity. FGP Certification is compliant with European
Organic Standards (regulations 834/2007), (889/2008) as well as following fair
trade guidelines acording to the French Fair Trade Law of 2014.
In addition, forest garden producers are required to increase biodiversity and
ecosystem maturity through their forest garden farm plans.
By using the principles of analog forestry, forest gardeners restore biodiverse
ecosystems and obtain diverse production-and receive an internationally recognized seal to showcase their efforts.

Participatory Guarantee Systems
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Participatory Guarantee Systems are based on mutual agreements
among producers on standards and enforcement mechanisms.
This makes certification more accessible for small farmers by ensuring
that environmentally responsible production can be less expensive
and more democratic. These systems have been implemented on a local
or national level to allow access to value-added markets locally.
PGS can also be a way for a group of producers to transition towards
a third-party verified system such as FGP. Indeed, initiatives are already
underway to work with groups implementing participatory guarantees to
adopt forest gadening practices.

What is FGP?
The Forest Garden Product standard was developed by partners of
the International Analog Forestry Network in Ecuador, Sri Lanka, and
Costa Rica.This make FGP certification one of the only production standards
to have been developed entirely in the Global South. As of April 2014,
FGP was adopted into the IFOAM Family of Standards, positioning it as a
globally recognized certification.
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To learn more about Forest Garden Products,
please contact the International Analog Forestry Network
info@analogforestry.org
Analog Forestry / Forestería Análoga
IAFN_RIFA
www.analogforestry.org
+506 84 88 52 60
P.O. Box 512, Montes de Oca, San José, Costa Rica

